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the people as a saint. She was very sincere in her religion, and
when at her coronation, at which she was to receive the Holy
Communion, various unforeseen delays caused the ceremony,
instead of taking place in the morning as intended, to be de-
layed until three in the afternoon, she remained fasting the
whole day; and although (it being feared that she might
faint) authority was given for her to break her fast, she would
not do so, "and," says the record, "received the Holy Com-
munion at six in the evening as upright and gay as though
it were six in the morning."

The difficulties in the way of Catherine's project for the
marriage of her son, Henry of Anjou, with Elizabeth of Eng-
land were mainly created by the Pope, who foresaw in it a
possibility of the Church of France seceding from his author-
ity in the same way as the Church of England had done. But,
great as these difficulties were, those which had to be over-
come in connection with the project for the marriage of the
Princess Marguerite with Henry of Navarre (which marriage
was Catherine's main attempt to bind the two hostile forces
in France together) were greater still. For not only was the
Pope equally opposed to this project for similar reasons, but
also Henry's mother, the strong-minded and stern Calvinist
Jeanne d'Albret,57 had great doubts as to whether she could
allow her son to marry a Roman Catholic, much as she de-
sired the match from every other point of view. However,
having at length made up her mind to agree to it, but to keep
her son as much as possible away from Roman Catholic in-
fluences, she came, early in 1572, to Paris in order to con*
duct the negotiations herself, ordering her son to remain in
Navarre until she had completed them. Jeanne d'Albret had
been in bad health for some time, and the feverish energy
with which she threw herself into the preparations for her
son's marriage exhausted her remaining strength; finding her
health failing, she summoned her son from Navarre, but died
in Paris on the gth June before he arrived. Catherine visited